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Пояснительная записка 

 

      Учебно-методические рекомендации по английскому языку для студентов 1 курса очной 

формы обучения, обучающихся по программе общеобразовательной учебной дисциплины 

«Иностранный язык», содержат материал по разделу «Страноведение». 

        Данный сборник  представляет 18 практических работ, охватывающий почти все разделы 

страноведения России и англоязычных стран. Практические работы не являются эталоном. Они 

могут быть упрощены или усложнены преподавателем в зависимости от степени 

подготовленности группы. Использовать сборник предлагается на занятиях по предмету, а также 

для построения индивидуального образовательного маршрута со студентами. 

Иностранные языки призваны служить взаимодействию стран в духе диалога культур, 

гуманизации межкультурных отношений. Поэтому цель и содержание обучения английскому 

языку становятся ориентированы на взаимосвязанное овладение языка и культуры.   

В качестве целей «Практических работ» можно выделить: 

 развитие у студентов иноязычных коммуникативных умений; 

 знакомство с культурой, географическим положением, политическим строем и 

достопримечательностями России и англоязычных стран (Соединѐнным Королевством 

Великобритании и Северной Ирландии, Канадой, Австралией, Соединѐнными Штатами 

Америки); 

 развитие устной и письменной речи в рамках изучаемых норм лексико-грамматического и 

интонационно-синтаксического оформления высказывания; 

 подготовка к межкультурному общению, формирование ценностно-ориентационных 

представлений о мире будущего специалиста. 

 

         В конце сборника представлен сводный тест по страноведению, состоящий из 70 вопросов и 

охватывающий все аспекты страноведения. Для проверки и самоконтроля после теста предложены 

ключи. 

        Для удобства и более детального изложения материала  для студентов, не изучавших ранее 

английский язык или для студентов с более слабой языковой подготовкой,  задания практических 

работ формулируются на английском и русском языках.  
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Practical Work “The Russian Federation” № 1 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

Russia 

 

I am a citizen of the Russian 

Federation or Russia. The Russian 

Federation is the largest country in the 

world. It occupies about 1/7 (one 

seventh) of the Earth surface. The 

country is situated in Eastern Europe, 

Northern and Central Asia. Its total 

area is over 17 million square km. 

Our land is washed by 12 seas, most of 

which are the seas of three oceans: the 

Arctic, the Atlantic and the Pacific. In 

the south and in the west the country 

borders on fourteen countries. It also 

has a sea-border with the USA. 

There is hardly a country in the 

world where such a great variety of flora and fauna can be found as in our land. Our country has 

numerous forests, plains and steppes, taiga and tundra, highlands and deserts. The highest mountains in 

our land are the Altai, the Urals and the Caucasus. There are over two thousands rivers in the Russian 

Federation. The longest of them are the Volga, the Ob, the Yenisei, the Lena and the Amur. Our land is 

also rich in various lakes with the deepest lake in the world, the Baikal, included. 

On the Russian territory there are 11 time zones. The climate conditions are rather different: from 

arctic and moderate to continental and subtropical. Our country is one of the richest in natural resources 

countries in the world: oil, natural gas, coal, different ores of ferrous and non-ferrous metals and other 

minerals. 

The Russian Federation is a multinational state. It comprises many national districts, several 

autonomous republics and regions. The population of the country is over 140 million people. 

Moscow is the capital of our Homeland. It is the largest political, scientific, cultural and industrial center 

of the country and one of the beautiful cities. Russian is the official language of the state. The national 

symbols of the Russian Federation are a double headed eagle and a white-blue-red banner.  

The Russian Federation is a constitutional republic headed by the President; the country 

government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. The President controls only the 

executive branch – the government but not the Supreme Court and Federal Assembly.  

The legislative power belongs to the Federal Assembly comprising two chambers: The Council of 

Federation (upper Chamber) and the State Duma (lower Chamber). Each Chamber is headed by the 

Speaker. The executive power belongs to the government (the Cabinet of Ministers) headed by the Prime 

Minister. The judicial power belongs to the system of Courts comprising Constitutional Court, the 

Supreme Court and federal courts. 

Our country has a multiparty system. The foreign policy of the Russian Federation is that of 

international cooperation, peace and friendship with all nations irrespective of their political and social 

systems. 

I am proud of being a citizen of Russia. 
 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

1) Is Russia the largest country in the world? 

2) What oceans wash the borders of Russian Federation? 

3) How many countries have borders with Russia? 
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4) Are Russian flora and fauna various? 

5) What are the highest mountains in Russia? 

6) What is Lake Baikal famous for? 

7) What is the climate of Russia like? 

8) What are the national symbols of Russia?  

9) What does the Federal Assembly consist of? 

10) What do we call the head of each Chamber of the Federal Assembly? 

3. Translate into English. (Переведите на английский язык.) 

1) Общая площадь Российской федерации составляет более 17 миллионов километров.  

2) В мире вряд ли есть ещѐ одна страна с такой разнообразной флорой и фауной. 

3) Озеро Байкал — самое глубокое озеро на земном шаре. 

4) На территории Российской федерации существует 11 часовых поясов. 

5) Россия является конституционной республикой с президентской формой правления. 

6) Законодательная власть принадлежит Федеральному Собранию, состоящему из двух палат. 

7) Законодательная и судебная власти прямо не подчиняются Президенту. 

Practical Work “The Russian Federation” № 2 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

Moscow 

 

Moscow is the capital of Russia. It was 

not always the capital. It was not always the 

capital. In ancient times the capitals of Russia 

were also Kiev and Novgorod. After Peter the 

Great built Saint-Petersburg it was the Russian 

capital. And in the XX century during the Civil 

war first Soviet government moved to Moscow. 

Moscow is one of the biggest and most 

beautiful cities of the world. It is as well a great 

cultural and political centre of Europe. Moscow was founded in 1147 by Yuri Dolgoruky. The total area 

of the city is more than nine hundred square kilometers. Moscow is often called as "a port of five seas‖, 

because in Moscow ports you can see boats coming from the Baltic, the White, the Caspian and the Black 

seas and the Sea of Azov. 

Moscow is an industrial centre too. A lot of manufacturing plants are situated there. One of the 

best known is Likhachev Automobile Plant producing a great number of different lorries and cars. 

Cultural life is very busy in Moscow. There are a lot of theatres, museums, cinemas and libraries 

in Moscow. Tretyakov Art Gallery and Pushkin Fine Arts Museum are most famous among them. The 

Pushkin museum is called the treasure-house of Russian art. Young people like to visit Central Military 

Museum. There are many tanks, guns and war documents there. 

There are a lot of splendid buildings, wide avenues, large squares, famous monuments and green 

forest-like parks in Moscow. One of the highest and original buildings in Moscow is Moscow State 

University. The university was founded in 1755 by the great chemist, poet and thinker Mikhail 

Lomonosov. 

Moscow transport system is a great one. You can see a lot of cars, buses, trolley-buses and trams 

in the streets of the city. Electric trains bring millions people from and to suburbs and Moscow region 

small towns. There are nine railway stations in Moscow and four airports. Bus stations are numerous. 

Most of the people take metro to their work and back home. The Moscow metro began its work on the 

15th of May 1935. There were 13 stations at that time. Now they are 152.  
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Sport is very popular among moscovites. There are a lot of stadiums in Moscow. The Central 

Stadium is in Luzhniki. Many football matches are held there. 22nd Summer Olympic Games were held 

in Moscow in 1980. By that year Olympic village was built. There are a lot of training grounds and gyms 

besides residential buildings. 

 

2. Where these places are? (Где находятся эти места?) 

 

1) Granovitaya Palace 

2) Terem 

3) the Red Square 

4) the Kremlin 

5) the Great Kremlin Palace 

6) the Cathedral of the Assumption  

7) the Archangel Cathedral 

8) the Cathedral of the Annunciation 

9) the Tower of Ivan the Great  

10)  the Tsar's Bell  

11)  the Palace of Congresses  

12)  St Basil’s Cathedral 

 

 

Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 1 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

The United Kingdom 

 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. The 

British Isles consist of two large islands, Great Britain 

and Ireland, and above five thousand small islands. 

Their total area is over 244 000 square kilometers. The 

United Kingdom is made up of four countries: 

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their 

capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast 

respectively. 

Great Britain consists of England, Scotland and 

Wales and does not include Northern Ireland. But in 

every day speech 'Great Britain' is used to mean the 

United Kingdom. The capital of the UK is London. 

The British Isles are separated from the 

European continent by the North Sea and the English 

Channel. The western coast of Great Britain is washed 

by the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea. The surface of 

the British Isles varies very much. The north of 

Scotland is mountainous and is called Highlands, 

while the south, which has beautiful valleys and 

plains, is called Lowlands. The north and west of England are mountainous, but all the rest – east, center 

and southeast – is a vast plain. Mountains are not very high. Ben Nevis is the highest mountain (1343 m). 

There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very long. The Severn is the longest 

river, while the Thames is the deepest and the most important one.  
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The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of Gulf Stream influence the climate of 

the British Isles. It is mild the whole year round. 

The UK is one of the world’s smallest countries. The population of the country is over 57 million 

and about 80% of it is urban.  

The UK is highly developed industrial country. It’s known as one of the world’s largest producers 

and exporters of machinery, electronics, textile, aircraft and navigation equipment. One of the chief 

industries of the country is shipbuilding. 

The UK is constitutional monarchy. In law, the Head of State is the Queen, but in practice, the 

Queen reigns, but does not rule. The country is ruled by the elected government with the Prime Minister 

at the head. The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons.  

There are three main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour, the Conservative and the 

Liberal parties.  

 

2. Translate into English. (Переведите на английский язык.) 

 

1) Официальное название Великобритании – Соединенное Королевство Великобритании и 

Северной Ирландии. 

2) Соединенное королевство является конституционной монархией.  

3) Северная Ирландия занимает северо-восточную часть острова Ирландия. 

4) Ла-Манш отделяет Соединенное Королевство от континентальной Европы. 

 

3. Choose the question which has no answer in the text. (Выберите вопрос, на который нет 

ответа в тексте.) 

 

a) What channel separates the British Isles from the European continent? 

b) Why does the British Parliament consist of two chambers? 

c) What countries is the UK made of? 

d) Why is the climate of the British Isles mild? 

 

4. Match  two parts of the sentences. (Соедините две части предложений.) 

 

1) The south of Scotland called the Lowlands ... . 

2) The Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea ... . 

3) The Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of Gulf 

Streem ... . 

4) "Great Britain" is used ... . 

 

a) influence the climate of the British Isles. 

b) to mean the United Kingdom in everyday 

speech. 

c) wash the western coast of Great Britain. 

d) has beautiful valley and plains. 

 

 

5. Choose the right answer.  (Выберите правильный ответ.) 

 

The British Isles are separated from the European continent. 

a) by the Severn, the longest river in Great Britain. 

b) by the North Sea and the English channel. 

c) by Ben Nevis, the highest mountain. 

d) by five thousand small islands. 

 

6. Choose the statement which doesn’t match the text. (Выберите утверждение, не 

соответствующее содержанию текста.)  

 

a) The UK is ruled by the Queen. 

b) The Prime Minster is at the head of the elected government. 
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c) The total area of the British Isles is over 244.000 square kilometers. 

d) The UK is known as one of the largest exporters of textile. 

 

7. Put the sentences in the right order according to the text. (Расположите предложения в 

соответствии с содержанием текста.) 

 

b) The UK is made up of four countries. 

d) Tire capital of the UK is London. 

c) The climate of the British Isles is mild the whole year round. 

a) The British Parliament consists of two chambers. 

 

Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 2 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

Great Britain 

 

Great Britain is an island lying off the north-western 

coastline of Europe. The English Channel separates it from the 

mainland in the south. The Strait of Dover, 18miles wide, 

divides it from France. Great Britain is separated from 

Belgium and Holland by the North Sea, and from Ireland by 

the Irish Sea. 
 
The official name of Great Britain is the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Great Britain 

is the name of the major island of the United Kingdom 

including England, Scotland and Wales; the United Kingdom, 

or the UK comprises Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

The UK is often referred to as Great Britain or the British 

Isles. It is an island state consisting of more than 5000 large 

and small islands, the most important being the Isle of Man 

and the Isle of Wight. 

Due to the influence of the Gulf Stream, warm ocean current washing Britain's western shores, the 

UK enjoys warmer winters and cooler summers than other countries at the same latitude. There is much 

rain and fog in England. October is usually the wettest month, July is the hottest and January is the 

coldest one. All over the world Britain is notorious for its fogs. 

The country is not very rich in mineral resources. Over three-quarters of Britain's land is used for 

farming; farms produce nearly half of the food that Britain needs. 

The UK is a highly developed industrial country too, known as a producer and exporter of 

machinery, electronics, ships, aircraft and navigation equipment. 

The capital of the UK is London, in England. The capital of Wales is Cardiff, and the Scottish 

capital is at Edinburgh; the capital of Northern Ireland is Belfast. 

 

2.  Say if the next statements are true. (Скажите, являются ли следующие утверждения 

верными.) 

 

1. The country is rich in mineral resources.  

2. The official name of Great Britain is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

3. The UK enjoys warmer winters and cooler summers than other countries at the same latitude.  

4. October is usually the hottest month, July is the wettest one.  

5. Edinburgh is the capital of Wales and Cardiff is the Scottish capital.  

6. The UK is a highly developed industrial country.  
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7. The UK produces and exports machinery, electronics, ships, aircraft and navigation equipment. 

 

3. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

1. Why does the UK enjoy warmer winters and cooler summers than other countries at the same latitude? 

2. How wide is the Strait of Dover? 

3. What is the coldest month in the United Kingdom? 

4. How much food do farms produce? 

5. Is Britain notorious for its fogs or sunny days? 

6. The UK is often referred to as Great Britain, isn't it? 

 

4.  Put in the missing word. (Вставьте недостающее слово.)  

 

1. All over the world Britain is notorious for its _. 

2. The capital of _ is Cardiff. 

3. Great Britain is an _ lying off the north-western coastline of Europe. 

4. The UK is a highly _industrial country. 

5. The official name of Great Britain is _ of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland. 

6. The country is not very rich in mineral _. 

 

5.  Replace the words in brackets by their English equivalents. (Замените слова в скобках их 

английскими эквивалентами.) 

 

1. The UK is known as а _ (производитель) and exporter of machinery. 

2. It is an _ (островное) state. 

3. July is the _ (самый тѐплый) month. 

4. The UK _ (известен) as an exporter of electronics. 

5. The Strait of Dover _ (отделяет) it from France. 

6. There is much rain and _ (туман) in England. 

 

6. Use the words to make the right sentences. (Составьте предложения из данных слов.) 

 

1. The mainland, The English Channel, the south, it, separates, from, in. 

2. Great Britain, the United Kingdom, the official name, of, is, of, Great Britain, Northern Ireland, and. 

3. Islands, more than, it, small, is, an island state, 5000, consisting, of, large, and. 

4. England, there, rain, is, tog, much, and, in. 

5. Farming, is used for, Britain's, three-quarters, land, over, of. 

6. England, the capital, the United Kingdom, of, is, London, in. 
 

Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 3 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

England 

 

England is the largest and the richest country of Great Britain. 

The capital of England is London but there are other large industrial 

cities, such as Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and other famous 

and interesting cities such as York, Chester, Oxford and Cambridge. 

Stonehenge is one of the most prehistoric places in the world. 

This ancient circle of stones stands in Southwest England. It measures 
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80 meters across and made with massive blocks of stone up to four meters high. Why it was built is a 

mystery. 

Not far from Stonehenge stands Salisbury Cathedral. It is a splendid example of an English Gothic 

Cathedral; inside there is one of four copies of Magna Charta and the oldest clock in England. 

Chester is very important town in the north-west of England. In the past it used to be a Roman 

fort; its name comes from the Latin word castra, meaning "fortified camp". In Chester there is a famous 

museum which contains over 5000 ancient and modem toys. 

Oxford is the home of the oldest university of England. The most famous college is Christ Church. 

It has a great hall which was built during the reign of Henry VIII and its chapel has become the Cathedral 

of Oxford. Cambridge is the home of Britain's second oldest university. 

York was the capital of Northern England. It is one of the best preserved medieval cities of 

Europe. It was built by Romans, conquered by Anglo-Saxons and ruled by the Vikings. Birmingham is 

often called the "City of 1500 trades" because of the great variety of its industries. 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) What are large industrial cities of England? 

2) What is one of the most famous prehistoric place in the world? 

3) Where are the oldest clock in England and a copy of Magna Charta now? 

4) What is Chester interesting for? 

5) Why is Birmingham called the "City of 1500 trades?" 

 

Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 4 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

London 

 

London is the capital city of England and 

of the United Kingdom situated on the Thames 

river, the largest city in Britain and one of the 

largest cities in the world. 

London began on two small patches of 

dry land in the middle of a marsh on the north 

bank of the Thames. That was long before the 

Romans came. In Roman times it was named 

Londinium, and was already a centre of trade. 

Today London covers a vast area, with millions 

of inhabitants. 

Actually there are several Londons. First, 

there is the City of London. It is an area of one 

square mile running along the Thames 

Embankment from about Waterloo Bridge to Tower Bridge. It is the financial and business centre of 

Great Britain. About half a million people work there during the day. At night it is almost deserted. 

Then there is the County of London. It is composed of about thirty boroughs in addition to the 

City. 

Finally there is Greater London which includes inner London and the suburbs. It forms a kind of 

circle with a radius from fifteen to twenty miles. 

The existence of London depended on its water-born trade which still makes London one of the 

world's largest ports. Historical and geographical circumstances have turned London into one of the 

world's most important commercial and cultural centers. 

London has many different faces. There is the West End, a fashionable shopping and 

entertainment centre, where, mostly, well-to-do people live. There is Mayfair stretching from the West 
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End along Park Lane to Marble Arch. There are the Houses of Parliament built on the banks of the 

Thames at Westminster. Common people reside in the East End. This is a vast area running eastward 

from the City. 

 

2. Say if the next statements are true. (Скажите, являются ли следующие утверждения 

верными.) 

 

1. Actually there are several Londons. 

2. At night the City of London is almost deserted. 

3. London began when the Romans came. 

4. London is the largest city in Britain and one of the smallest cities in the world. 

5. The existence of London depended on its sightseeings. 

6. The Houses of Parliament are built on the banks of the Thames at Westminster. 

 

3. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

1. Is the capital city of England and of the United Kingdom situated on the Thames river? 

2. How was London named in Roman times? 

3. How many Londons are there? 

4. What is the City of London? 

5. Why is London one of the world's most important commercial and cultural centres? 

6. Where is a fashionable shopping and entertainment centre situated? 

 

4.  Put in the missing word. (Вставьте недостающее слово.)  

 

1. In …  times London was already a centre of trade. 

2. At night it is almost … . 

3. It forms a kind of …, with a radius from fifteen to twenty miles. 

4. Finally there is … London which includes inner London and the suburbs. 

5. London is one of the …  largest ports. 

 

5. Replace the words in brackets by their English equivalents. (Замените слова в скобках их 

английскими эквивалентами.) 
 

1. The West End is the part of London, where, mostly, (состоятельные) people live. 

2. Today London covers a vast area, with millions of (жителей). 

3. About half a million people work (там) during the day. 

4. This is а (обширная) area running eastward from the City. 

5. (Затем) there is the County of London. 

6. It is the financial and (деловой) centre of Great Britain. 

 

6. Use the words to make the right sentences. (Составьте предложения из данных слов.) 
 

1. Then, the County, is, London, of, there. 

2. London, in, Britain, is, the largest cities the world, in, the largest city, and, one, of. 

3. Today, covers, of, millions, London, with, a vast area, inhabitants. 

4. Deserted, it, at night, almost, is. 

5. The existence, its, trade, of, depended, on, London, water-born. 

6. Faces, different, many, London, has. 
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Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 5 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

London underground 

 

The London Underground (it is often 

called the Tube) is the oldest metro in the 

world. It has been used for passenger 

transporting since 1863. Nowadays the 

London Underground is the most popular 

means of city transport because it is 

relatively cheap, convenient, quick and safe. 

Its length is about 400 km. Every day the 

Tube carries over 2.5 million passengers. 

The total number of passengers carried by 

the Underground each year is enormous and 

it is constantly growing. 

In the London Metro there are 11 

underground lines, each of them has its own 

color. For example, the lines are called: 

Central (red), Circle (yellow), East London (orange), Metropolitan (dark brown), Northern (black), 

Victoria (light blue) and so on. 

Only half of the trains go under the ground, new lines that connect London with its suburbs go 

over the ground. On such routes express trains are operated. They stop at a very few stations on their way 

that is very convenient for those people who live in the suburbs but work in the center of London. 

There are 275 stations in the London Metro. Most of them are old and not attractive to the eye. 

The walls are simply white or gray plastered with all kinds of advertisements. Numerous stations, which 

are rather deep under the ground, are equipped with escalators. About 200 escalators can carry 10,000 

passengers an hour at maximum speed. The longest one is at the station ―Leicester Square‖, its length is 

over 80 feet. On long escalators, the speed is changeable. When carrying passengers, the ―up‖ escalator 

runs at full speed but when empty it moves at half speed. It is known that traffic is left-hand in Britain, 

but when passengers get on the escalator, they stand on the right so that people who hurry can run by on 

the left, and it seems that everybody in the Underground always hurries. 

Safety was always one of the main concerns of the London transport. In spite of the fact that trains 

often follow each other within 1-3 minutes, it is said that the London Underground is the safest form of 

transport in the world. The most up-to-date electronic equipment is used for controlling train movement: 

if changes are necessary, they are made automatically and with lightning speed. No accident can happen 

through human errors. 

 

2. Answer the questions.  (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

1. Has the London Underground been used since 1860? 

2. Does the London Underground carry over 2,5 million passengers a day? 

3. Do all Metro trains go under the ground? 

4. Are all stations equipped with escalators? 

5. Has safety always been one of the main concerns of London transport? 

6. Can any accident happen through human error in the London Underground? 

7. Is the number of passengers carried by the London Underground constantly growing? 

8. Do express trains stop at all the stations on their way? 

9. Are there twelve Underground lines in London? 

10. Do all the underground lines have their own color? 
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Practical Work “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” № 6 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

About British Kings and Queens 

 

Many great and not so great Kings and Queens have ruled Britain over past 1 000 years. Some 

became famous for their achievements, some for their lifestyle, some left no trace in history at all. 

Here is a list of some of the most famous and interesting British Monarchs. 

The decisions these Kings and Queens made, the steps they took often had a profound effect on 

Britain and helped make the UK the way we know it today. 

 

1. William The Conqueror (1066 - 1087) 

 

First of all he was not English at all. 

William was born in France and became friendly with the current English 

King, Edward. He attacked and invaded England on Edward's death. English 

Army was defated by Willliam at the Battle of Hastings. King William was the 

1st King to have been crowned at Westmister Abbey which has been the site of 

all coronations ever since. King William also started the Domesday Survey, 

which was a huge record of England and its people. The Domesday book was the 

first national census. 

 

William The Conqueror made 

Westmister Abbey an important 

symbol of Monarchy in Britain 

 

2. Richard The Lionheart (1189 - 1199) 

 

He became famous for several reasons. First, he got his nickname because he was very brave and 

strong. There are stories about Richard having killed 3 men with a single blow of his right fist while his 

left hand was tied behind his back. He is also said to have been strong enough to lift up a horse. 

Richard also became notoriously famous for spending extremely little time in his country: only 10 

months in his 10 year reign as king. 

A large chunk of Richard's time was spent on the Crusades. The crusades were nine wars to 

liberate Jerusalem (known as 'The Holy Land') from Islamic ruling. 

 

3. Henry VIII (1509 - 1547) 

 

Some say he is the most well-known King of England. Famous for having 

6 wives 2 of whom he accused of infidelity and beheaded. 

His greatest achievement, which had a considerable impact on Britain, 

however, was severing ties with Vatican and converting his country to 

Protestantism. One of the most important reforms \in the history of Britain, it led 

to numerous conflicts between the Catholics and the Protestants for the next 200 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry VIII made England a Protestant country 

and drove the Catholics off his land 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
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4. Elizabeth I (1558 - 1603) 

 

Queen Elizabeth I is famous for being an excellent tactitian. 

She fought off the most powerful naval fleet on the Earth at that time 

(the Spanish Armada), with England's small naval fleet. During her 

reign many new territories were discovered and annexed by 

England. She never married, had no children but her troubled 

relationships with several men have been a source of much 

speculation ever since. 

 

 

 

 

5. James I (1603 - 1625) 

 

King James I was the first ruler to call himself King of Great Britain, as he ruled England, 

Scotland and Wales. King James was the first King of Great Britain. 

During King James I reign the gun power plot was foiled. Guy Fawkes and his friends (who were 

all Catholics) tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill the 

King to convert the country back to the Catholicism. But they were 

captured and executed. 

To celebrate the fact that King James I had survived the 

attempt on his life, a public holiday was established on November 

5th. This holiday is still widely celebrated today with parties and 

fireworks around the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Queen Victoria (1837 - 1901) 

 

Queen Victoria is known for her part in the industrial revolution. The Queen took Britain and 

turned it into a rich, powerful and confident country. Queen Victoria is still the longest reigning monarch 

in the history of Britain (she was on the throne for 64 years). 

Queen Victoria died with 9 children, 40 grand-children and 37 great-grandchildren. 

She was the 1st Monarch to use Buckingham Palace as Official Royal Residence. All British 

Kings and Queens have worked at this Palace ever since. 

 

7. Edward VIII (1936) 

 

King Edward VIII ruled for only 325 days. He 

abdicated the thrown so that he could marry his love 

Wallis Simpson. A king was not allowed to marry a 

divorced woman and remained on the throne. So, he 

decided to abdicate. Edward and his wife went to live to 

the Bahamas Islands, their live was a subject of many 

books and films. 

 

 

Elizabeth’s live has been a subject of many 

books and films. She reigned for 45 years. 

Guy Fawkes wanted to make England a 

Catholic country again. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_England
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2. Make the right sentences. (Составьте правильные предложения.) 

 

Henry VIII the 1
st
 King to use Westminster Abbey as a coronation site 

Elizabeth I the 1
st
 King to call himself the King of Great Britain 

Victoria defeated the Spanish Armada 

William The 

Conqueror 

made Britain a Protestant country 

James I the longest reigning British Monarch 

 

3. Guess WHO… (Догадайтесь и напишите КТО.) 

 

a) spent much of his time on the Crusades. 

b) had 6 wives. 

c) ruled for only 325 days. 

d) conducted the 1
st
 national census in England. 

e) made Buckingham Palace the Official Royal Residence. 

Practical Work “The USA” № 1 

 

1. Read and translate the text. (Прочитайте и переведите текст.) 

The USA 

 

The United States of America is the fourth largest country in the world (after Russia, Canada and 

China). It occupies the southern part of North America and stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic 

Ocean. It also includes Alaska in the north and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. The total area of the country 

is about nine and a half million square kilometers. The USA borders on Canada in the north and on 

Mexico in the south. It also has a sea-boarder with Russia. The USA is made up of 50 states and the 
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District of Columbia, a special federal area where the capital of the country, Washington, is situated. The 

population of the country is about 250 million.  

If we look at the map of the USA, we can see lowlands and mountains. The highest mountains are 

the Rocky Mountains, the Cordillera and the Sierra Nevada. The highest peak is Mount McKinley which 

is located in Alaska. America's largest rivers are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Rio Grande and the 

Columbia. The Great Lakes on the border with Canada are the largest and deepest in the USA. The 

climate of the country varies greatly. The coldest regions are in the north. The climate of Alaska is arctic. 

The climate of the central part is continental. The south has e subtropical climate. Hot winds blowing 

from the Gulf of Mexico often bring typhoons. The climate along the Pacific coast is much warmer than 

of the Atlantic coast.  

The USA is a highly developed industrial country. It is the world's leading producer of copper and 

oil and the world's second producer of iron ore and coal. Among the most important manufacturing 

industries are aircraft, cars, textiles, radio and television sets, armaments, furniture and paper.  

The USA was founded in 1776. The Constitution was adopted in 1787. 26 amendments have been 

introduced since then. The first 10 amendments are known as the Bill of Rights (1790). The Constitution 

operates today and sets the basic forms of the US government. At present the population of the USA is 

about two hundred and thirty nine million. The USA is called the "nation of immigrants". The country 

was settled, built and developed by generations of immigrants and their children. Many different cultural 

traditions, ethnic sympathies, racial groups and religious affiliations make up the people of the USA. 

Though mainly European and African in origin, Americans are made from nearly all races and 

nations, including Chinese and native Americans.  

The largest cities are: New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, San-Francisco, 

Washington and others.  

The United States is a federal union of 50 states, each of which has its own government. The seat 

of the central (federal) government is Washington, DC. According to the US Constitution the powers of 

the government are divided into 3 branches, the executive, headed by the President, the legislative, 

exercised by the Congress, and the judicial. The Congress consists of the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. There are two main political parties in the USA: the Republican and the Democratic.  

 

Vocabulary (Словарь) 

 

1) the Rocky Mountains - Скалистые горы 

2) Hawaii - Гавайи (острова и штат) 

3) Florida - Флорида 

4) Texas - Техас 

5) California - Калифорния 

6) the Nile - р. Нил  

7) the Amazon - р. Амазонка  

8) D.C. (District of Columbia) - Округ 

Колумбия  

9) tributary - приток 

10) stretch - простираться 

11) fertile - плодородный 

12) amendment - поправка 

13) affiliation – зд. принадлежность 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) Where is the USA situated? 

2) What are the highest mountains in the USA? 

3) What are the largest rivers? 

4) What industries are developed in the USA? 

5) Why is the USA  called the "nation of immigrants"? 

6) What are the largest cities in the USA? 

7) What is the USA divided into? 

8) What branches of powers are there in the USA? 

9) What can you say about the Congress? 

10) How many political parties are there in the USA? 
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Practical Work “The USA” № 2 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

Washington 

 

Washington is the capital of the United 

States of America. It is situated on the 

Potomac River in the District of Columbia. 

The District is named  in honour of Columbus, 

the discoverer of America. The capital is 

named  in honour of George Washington, the 

first President of America. Washington is not 

the largest city in the United States. But it is 

the most important city in the USA in the political sense.  

The population of Washington is about 756.000 and together with suburbs its population is 

over 2.800.000. 

The city belongs neither to the north nor to the South. Washington is humid year round because it sits 

between two rivers, the Potomac and Anacostia. Washington's winters are not severe, The city shares 

the sweaty summers of Louisiana and the windy cold of the Northwest. 

Washington is like no other city of the USA. New York is a centre of finance, of shipping, of 

fun; New Orlean deals with cotton; Chicago will sell you wheat and a hundred heads of cattle. But 

Washington's only industry is government. The White House, where the US President lives and 

works, is in the center of Washington. The Capitol, the home of the US  Congress, and the Supreme 

Court are all in Washington. The Library of Congress, the biggest existing library, contains more 

than 13 million books in various languages. 

There are many places of interest in Washington. One of them is the Thomas Jefferson 

memorial. This is a memorial to the third President of the United States, the Founder of the 

Democratic Party. 

No visit to Washington is complete without an excursion to the home of George Washington 

at Mount Vernon. The estate, a typical 18th century plantation home, is on the Potomac River, 15 

miles south of the capital. 

The capital has world-known art galleries, museums and monuments. One of the most 

interesting museums in Washington is the National Art and Space Museum. The museum has aircraft 

and spacecraft that were important in aviation history. There are even rocks that the astronauts 

brought to the Earth after their Moon landing. 

Washington is a constant scene of mass demonstrations, "hunger marches" and antiwar rallies.  

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) Where is Washington situated? 

2) What is situated in the centre of Washington? 

3) What river is Washington situated on? 

4) What is the biggest library? 

5) What is the Thomas Jefferson memorial? 

6) Where does the President live and work? 

7) What is New Orlean famous for? 

8) What it the most interesting museum in Washington? 

 

3. Put in the articles where it is necessary. (Заполните пропуски артиклями, где это 

необходимо.) 
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George Washington was ... first President of ... America. ... city was named after ... first 

President. Washington is not... largest city but it is ... most important city in ... country. Pennsylvania 

avenue runs from ... Capitol to ... White House. Washington is ... centre of... National Goverment and 

it is also ... cultural, educational and scientific centre.  

 

4. Say if the next statements are true. (Скажите, являются ли следующие утверждения 

верными.) 

 

1) Washington is the capital of the United Kingdom. 

2) Washington is the largest city in the United States. 

3) The city belongs to the north. 

4) Washington is a centre of finance. 

5) Washington's only industry is government. 

6) The home of George Washington is at Mount Vernon. 

7) The National Art and Space Museum are in Washington. 

 

5. Use the words to make the right sentences. (Составьте предложения из данных слов.) 

1) Honour, named, in, of, capital, the, is, George, Washington. 

2) The, political, Washington, most, is, important, in, sense, the, city. 

3) Not, winters, severe, are, Washington's. 

4) Library, of, Library, the, Congress, existing, the, biggest. 

5) Places, are, Washington, many, interest, of, in, there. 

Practical Work “The USA” № 3 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

New York 

 

New York is a city where all the languages of 

the world are spoken and where people live on the 

ground, travel under the ground and work in the sky. 

New York makes a great impression on all visitors 

because of its many high buildings, its theatres, 

museums and hotels, its beautiful bridges, and its 

expensive shops with their fabulous prices. The first 

permanent white settlers came to New York from 

Holland in 1626. These Dutch settlers bought all of 

Manhattan Island from the Indians for the equivalent 

of twenty-five dollars, while today some of this land costs a million dollars an acre. This island is the 

heart of the city. 

It is on Manhattan Island where most of the skyscrapers are located. This island is connected by 

six long bridges, as well as by tunnels and ferries, with the other four districts that constitute New 

York City. New York is the largest city in the United States. Today there are more people living in 

the New York City than in Australia, Peru or Sweden. 

New York is the city of skyscrapers. The highest skyscraper is the Empire State Building. It has 

102 stories and its height is 380 meters. Not far from the Empire State Building is Rockefeller 

Centre. Rockefeller Centre houses all kinds of offices, enterprises, theatres and music halls. 

New York has always been the gateway to the USA. But it is more than just a door; it is also a 

window through which the life of the whole nation may be observed. New York is a city of striking 

social contrasts. 

New York includes five boroughs: Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn and Richmond. 
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Manhattan is the smallest in size and it is not the largest in population although the majority 

spends a considerable part of the day in this center of business life. Here are Broadway, Wall Street 

and the Stock Exchange. This is the heart and source of American policy.  

Harlem is also in Manhattan. Thick walls separate this "Black Bottom" with 450 000 coloured 

people from the white population. In the bay stands the bronze Statue of Liberty given to the United 

States by France as a present in 1886. A new American Museum is opened at the base of the Statue.  

The Bronx is a more residential rather than industrial part of the city. The well-known Zoo and 

Botanic Gardens are in the Bronx. 

Queens is both a residential and industrial area. New York's two biggest airports are both there. 

The Brooklyn Navy Yard is the largest naval shipbuilding center in the world. Brooklyn has 

more people than any other part of the city- about 3.000.000. It is mostly a district of middle-class 

people. Richmond is the borough of piers and warehouses. Its population is only 200.000. 

What makes New York? First of all, it is a great seaport, the greatest in the USA. It is also a 

great financial center, where "money-making" is the main law of life. New York is the leading textile 

center of the country and its clothes industry. It has a considerable printing industry and many 

bookshops. There are a lot of Art Galleries, among them rich Henry Frick collections, and many 

impressive art museums. For a long time New York specialized in giving visitors a good time at its 

restaurants, nightclubs, sporting arenas, and therefore has a large hotel industry. It is the main 

publishing, advertising and radio center with Columbia and New York universities and various city 

colleges. 

Among the inhabitants of New York one can meet people of almost all nations. The population 

of New York numbers about 16 million. The citizens speak seventy-five different languages. 

For transportation New York depends mainly on buses, the subway, taxis and ferries. The buses 

are slow because of the crowded streets, whereas the subway train can go as fast as railroad trains, 

sometimes stopping only at the most important stations. We may go all day by the subway for the 

same rate, if we only change trains but do not go out of the stations. New York moves vertically as 

well as horizontally, taking its people by elevator to their offices on the fortieth, sixtieth, and 

eightieth floor. 

New York is the richest and the poorest, the most modern and the most old fashioned of cities, 

with expensive hotels and cheap boarding houses, the home of symphonies and popular jazz clubs, 

cathedrals and night clubs; the home of the famous Metropolitan Opera and the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art; the home of most of the largest publishing houses of the United States and the 

biggest newspapers. On the Fifth Avenue there are many expensive stores of international fame, but 

around the corner one may find little shops where imitation diamonds and cheap souvenirs are sold. 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1. What kind of city is New York?  

2. When and where did the first white settlers come from? 

3. Where are the most skyscrapers located? 

4. What does New York transportation depend on? 

5. How does New York move? 

6. What are there on the Fifth Avenue? 

 

3. Complete the sentences. (Закончите предложения.) 

1) New York makes a great impression on all visitors because of … . 

2) New York  is more than just a door; it is also … . 

3) Manhattan is … . 

4) New York is the main publishing, advertising and … . 

5) The buses in New York are slow because of … . 

6) New York moves vertically as well as … . 

7) On the Fifth Avenue there are many … . 
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Practical Work “Canada” № 1 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

Canada 

 

Canada is the second largest country in the world. Only Russia has a greater land area. 

Canada is situated in North America. 

Most experts believe that the first people who lived on this land came from Asia about 15000 

years ago. They came over a land bridge that once connected Asia and North America. Their 

descendants are known today as Indians. The ancestors of the Eskimos came to Alaska after them 

probably about 5000 years ago. 

In 1497 John Cabot found rich fishing grounds off Canada’s south- east coast. He was an 

Italian navigator in the service of England. His discovery led to the European exploration of Canada. 

France set up a colony in eastern Canada in the early 1600’s. Great Britain gained control of the 

country in 1763, and thousands of British emigrants came to Canada. In 1867, the French and 

English- speaking Canadians created a united colony called the Dominion of Canada. Canada gained 

its independence from Britain in 1931. According to the Constitution Act of 1982 the British 

Monarch, Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom, was recognized as the Queen of Canada.  

The population of Canada is about 28 million. About 80 % of the population live within 320 

km of the southern border. Much of the rest of Canada is uninhabited or thinly populated because of 

severe natural conditions. 

Canada is a federation of 10 provinces and 3 territories. There are two official languages in 

Canada. They are English and French. About 57 per cent of all Canadians have some English 

ancestry. Most French Canadians live in the province of Quebec. They have kept the language and 

customs of their ancestors. Many of them believe that their province should receive a special 

recognition in the Canadian constitution. About 2 per cent of the country’s population are American 

Indians and Eskimos. 

Ottawa is the capital of Canada. Toronto and Montreal are the largest cities of the country. 

Today Canada is one of the most highly developed countries in the world. It is a major producer of 

electric power. It is also a leading producer of wheat, oat and barley. Canada ranks among the 

world’s top manufacturing countries. 
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Names (Географические названия) 

 

Canada [ ]- Канада 

Asia [ ]- Азия 

Quebec [ ]- Квебек (провинция 

Канады); г. Квебек 

 

Ottawa [ ]- г. Оттава 

Toronto [ ]- г. Торонто 

Montreal [ ]-  г. Монреаль 

Alaska [ ]-  Аляска 

Vocabulary (Словарь) 

 

expert [ ]- специалист 

to connect [ ]- соединять 

descendant [ ]- потомок 

ancestor [ ]- предок 

probably [ ]- вероятно 

rich fishing ground – богатая рыбой местность 

navigator [ ]- мореплаватель 

service [ ]- служба 

exploration [ ]- исследование 

to set up – воздвигать, располагать 

early [ ]-   in the early- в начале 

to gain [ ]- добиваться 

to create [ ]- создавать 

united [ ]- объединенный 

dominion [ ]-  доминион 

according to [ ]-  согласно 

 to recognize [ ]- узнавать, 

признавать 

 

border [ ]- граница 

the rest- остальные, другие 

uninhabited [ ]- необитаемый  

thinly [ ]- малочисленно 

severe [ ]- суровый 

condition -  условие 

province [ ]- провинция  

per cent [ ]- процент 

ancestry [ ]-  предки 

to receive [ ]- получать 

major [ ]- больший, главный 

producer [ ]- производитель 

wheat [ ]- пшеница 

oat [ ]- овес 

barley [ ]- ячмень 

to rank [ ]- занимать какое- либо место 

top [ ]- самый главный  

to manufacture [ ]- производить  

 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) What country has a greater land area than 

Canada? 

2) Where is Canada situated? 

3) Where did the first people come from? How 

did they come? What people are their 

descendants? 

4) What people came to Alaska about 5000 

years ago? 

5) Whose discovery led to the European 

exploration of Canada? When was it? What 

was this man? 

6) When and where did France set up a 

colony? 

7) When did the British emigrants come to 

Canada? 

8) When did the French and English- speaking 

Canadians create a united colony? What did 

they call this colony? 

9) When did Canada gain its independence 

from Britain? 

10) When was Queen Elizabeth II of the United 

Kingdom recognized as the Queen of 

Canada? 

11) What is the population of Canada? 

12) Why is a large part of Canada uninhabited 

or thinly populated? 

13) How many provinces and territories are 

there in Canada? 

14) How many official languages are there in 

Canada? What are they? 

15) How many French Canadians live in the 

country? What province do the most of them 

live in? 

16) What is the capital of Canada? 

17) What largest cities in Canada do you know? 

18) Canada is a leading producer in the world? isn’t 

it? What does the country produce? 
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3. Match  two parts of the sentences. (Соедините две части предложений.) 

 

 

1) Canada is a federation of … 

2) The population of Canada is … 

3) The capital of Canada is … 

4) Canada is situated in … 

5) In 1867, the French and English- speaking 

Canadians created … 

6) In 1497 John Cabot found … 

7) Ottawa is … 

8) Today Canada is … 

 9) Canada gained its independence from 

Britain … 

a)… the capital of Canada. 

b) … 1931. 

c) … a united colony called the 

Dominion of Canada. 

d) … 10 provinces and 2 territories. 

e) … North America. 

f) … about 28 million. 

g) … rich fishing grounds off Canada’s 

south east coast.  

h) … Ottawa. 

i) … one of the most highly developed 

countries. 

 

4. Put in the missing words according to the text.  (Вставьте пропущенные слова в 

соответствии с текстом.) 

 

1) About 80% of the population live within 320 km of the southern … . 

2) About 57 per cent of all Canadians have some English … and about 32 per cent have some 

French … . 

3) Many of them believe that their province should receive a special … in the Canadian 

constitution. 

4) Canada ranks among the world … manufacturing countries. 

5) He was an Italian … in the service of England. 

6) Their … are known today as Indians. In 1497 John Cabot found … off Canada’s south-east 

coast. 

7) Canada is … producer of electric power. 

 

5. Find in the text the historical events corresponding to the dates. (Найдите в тексте 

исторические события, соответствующие следующим датам.) 

 

1) 1763 

2) 15000 years ago 

3) 1982 

4) 1497 

5) 1867 

6) 1600 

7) 5000 years ago 

8) 1931 

 

6. Choose the correct verb for each blank. (Заполните пропуски правильными 

глаголами.) 

 

have kept, gained, believe, led, ranks, live, is uninhabited, was recognized. 

 

1) Canada … its independence from Britain 

in 1931. 

 

2) Much of the rest … or thinly populated 

because of severe natural conditions. 

3) Many of them … that their province 

should receive a special recognition in the 

Canadian constitution.  

4) They … the language and customs of their 

ancestors. 

5) His discovery … to the European 

exploration of Canada. 

6) Most French Canadians … in the 

provinces of Quebec. 

7) Canada … among the world’s top 

manufacturing countries. 

8) According to the Constitution Act of 

1982 the British Monarch, Queen 

Elizabeth II of the UK, … as the Queen 

of Canada. 



24 
 

Practical Work “Canada” № 2 

 

1. Read and translate the text. (Прочитайте и переведите текст.) 

 

Living in Canada today 

 

Canada is a good example of the 

way peoples of different ways of life 

and different languages can live side-

by-side under one government.  

The Canadian government is 

more British in style than American, 

except that it is a federal government.  

Parliament is divided into two 

parts, the Senate and the House of 

Commons.  

Voters in each province (Canada is divided into 10 provinces and 2 territories) choose 

candidates from different political parties.  

The party that wins the most seats in the House of Commons chooses the Prime Minister, who 

heads Canada’s government.  

Senators are not elected, they are appointed by the Prime Minister. 

Canada now belongs to the Commonwealth of Nations (nations which once belonged to the 

British Empire).  

Queen Elizabeth II is still the Queen of Canada. But ties with Great Britain are not so strong 

as they were. Canada is unique because it gained its Independence without fight. They celebrate it on 

July the 1st with fireworks and picnics. But most of Canadians do not mind that there are still some 

ties to the British Queen. Many people like to continue old customs and still give honor to the Queen 

of England.   

More than half of all people in Canada live in Southern Quebec and Ontario. Quebec is 

Canada’s oldest province and it’s largest. This province was settled by the French, and the people 

still follow French customs. The heart of French Quebec is its capital, Quebec city.  

In many ways the lower part of the city, with its narrow streets, old churches, and little houses 

built close together in long rows, resembles the cities of France. Quebec is the largest province in 

size. Ontario is the largest in population. Some call it nation’s heartland, as it is Canada’s 

demographic and economic center and is a major force in national politics.  

It is Canada’s most industrialized province, producing half of the nation’s manufactured goods. 

Ottawa, the capital of Canada, is the political and administrative center of the nation.  

Most national cultural institutions, including museums, archives, the National Gallery, and the 

National Art Center are in the city. 

 

2. Put in the articles where necessary. (Заполните пропуски артиклями, где это 

необходимо.) 

 

1) … Parliament is divided into two … parts, … Senate and … House of Commons.  

2) … Senators are not … elected, they are appointed by …  Prime Minister. 

3) … Queen Elizabeth II is still … Queen of Canada. 

4) …  heart of … French Quebec is its capital, … Quebec city. 

5) In many ways …  lower part of …  city, with its narrow streets, … old churches, and little houses 

built close together in long rows, resembles …  cities of … France. 
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3. Translate into English. (Переведите на английский язык.) 

1) Парламент состоит из двух частей, Сената и Палаты общин. 

2) Партия, которая набирает большинство мест в Палате общин, выбирает Премьер 

Министра, который возглавляет правительство Канады. 

3) Квебек является самой старой провинцией Канады и самой большой. 

4) Это самая промышленная провинция Канады. 

5) Большинство национальных культурных организаций находятся в этом городе. 

 

Practical Work “Australia” № 1 

 

1. Read the text.  (Прочитайте текст.) 

Australia 

 

Australia is the only country in the world that is 

also a continent. It is the sixth largest country and the 

smallest continent. Australia lies between the South 

Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. It is situated about 

11 000 km south- west of North America and about 

8 200 km southeast of mainland Asia. 

The east coast of Australia was discovered by 

Captain Cook in 1770. The name of the country comes 

from Latin word ―australis‖ which means southern. 

The Commonwealth of Australia is the official name of 

the country. The Commonwealth of Australia is a federation of states. Australia has six states. They 

are New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia. Each 

state has its own government. There are two territories in Australia. They are the Australian Capital 

Territory and the Northern Territory. 

Australia is a constitutional monarchy like Great Britain. Queen Elizabeth II is the Queen of 

Australia and the head of state. But she serves mainly as a symbol of long historical ties between 

Great Britain and Australia. The nation is administered under written constitution. Australia is a 

member of the Commonwealth of Nations. 

The capital of the country is Canberra. Australia is one of the world’s most developed 

countries. It is the world’s leading producer of wool and bauxite. Bauxite is the ore from which 

aluminium is made. Australia produces and exports large amounts of minerals and farm goods. 

Income from the export enables Australians to have high standard of living. 

 

Names (Географические названия) 

 

Australia [ ]- Австралия 

the Pacific Ocean [  ]- Тихий океан 

the Indian Ocean [ ]- Индийский 

океан 

Asia [ ]- Азия 

Commonwealth of Australia – Содружество 

наций Австралии 

New South Wales – штат Новый Южный Уэльс 

Queensland – штат Квинслэнд 

Tasmania- штат Тасмания 

Victoria- штат Виктория 

Western Australia- штат Западная Австралия 

Canberra [ ]-  г. Канберра 

 

Vocabulary (Словарь) 

 

to lie [ ]- лежать, располагаться mainland [ ]- материк 
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southern [ ]- южный 

official [ ]- официальный 

government [ ]- правительство 

monarchy [ ]- монархия 

to serve [ ]- служить 

mainly [ ]- главным образом 

tie [ ]- связь 

to administer [ ]- управлять 

to develop – развивать(ся) 

producer [ ]- производитель 

wool [ ]- шерсть 

bauxite [ ]- боксит, алюминиевая 

руда 

ore [ ]- руда 

aluminium [ ]- алюминий 

export [ ]- экспорт, вывоз 

to export [ ]- экспортировать, 

вывозить 

amount [ ]- количество 

farm goods – сельскохозяйственные 

продукты 

income [ ]- доход 

to enable [ ]- давать возможность 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) Where does Australia lie? 

2) Where does the name ―Australia‖ come 

from? What does this name mean? 

3) What is the official name of the country? 

4) The Commonwealth of Australia is a 

federation of states, isn’t it? How many states 

are there in Australia? What are they? 

5) How many territories are there in Australia? 

What are they? 

6) Who is the country ruled by? Who is the 

head of state? 

7) What is the capital of Australia? 

8) Australians have high standard of living, 

don’t they? Why? What does Australia 

produce and export? 

3. Read the beginning of the sentence and find its end in the text. (Прочитайте начало 

предложения и найдите его окончание в тексте.) 

 

1) Queen Elizabeth II is… . 

2) Australia is a member of … . 

3) Australia has six states. They are … . 

4) The name of the country come from … . 

5) Australia lies between … . 

6) The capital of the country is … . 

7) Australia produces and exports … . 

8) There are two territories in Australia. They 

are … . 

9) The nation is administered under … . 

10) Australia is the only country in the world that 

… . 

 

4. Put in the missing words according to the text.  (Вставьте пропущенные слова в 

соответствии с текстом.) 

 

1) Australia is a constitutional … like Great 

Britain. 

2) It is the world’s leading producer of … and 

… . 

3) The name of the country comes from Latin 

word ―australis‖ which means … . 

4) Each state has its own … . 

5) The Commonwealth of Australia is … name 

of the country. 

6) … is the ore from which … is made. 

7) The east … of Australia was discovered by 

Captain Cook in 1770.

 

5. Choose the correct verb for each blank. (Заполните пропуски правильными 

глаголами.) 

 

produces, lies, enables, exports, comes, is, serves, is situated, means. 

 

1) But she … mainly as a symbol of long historical ties between Great Britain and Australia. 

2) Income from the export … Australia to have high standard of living. 
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3) Australia … about 11, 000 km southwest of North America and about 8, 200 km southeast of 

mainland Asia. 

4) Australia … between the south Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. 

5) Australia … and … large amounts of minerals and farm goods. 

6) Australia … one of the world’s developed countries.  

7) The name of the country from Latin word ―australis‖ which … southern. 

 

6. Read and translate the dialogue. (Прочитайте и переведите диалог.) 

 

Mike: I’m sorry. Where are you from? 

Jim: I’m from Australia. 

Mike: Australia! That’s very nice. I’ve  never 

met Australians in my life. 

Jim: And this is my first visit to Russia. I like 

your country very much. 

Mike: Thank you. By the way, I’m going to 

Australia next holidays. I’d like to tell you that 

you speak Russian very well. I took you for a 

Russian- you speak without any accent. 

Jim: Thank you. My parents are from Russia. 

Mike: What are they doing in Australia? 

Jim: They are farmers. 

Mike: I’m sorry, but I’m very interested in living 

in Australia, Can I ask you several questions? 

Jim: OK.

Mike: Australia is a young country, isn’t it? 

Jim: Yes, absolutely. It was discovered by 

Captain Cook in 1770. And first Australia was 

used as a colony for convicts. 

Mike: If I’m not mistaken, Queen Elizabeth II is 

the head of the country, isn’t she? 

Jim: Yes, you are quite right. But she serves 

mainly as a symbol of ling historical ties 

between Great Britain and Australia. 

Mike: Can you tell me the history of the name of 

the country? 

Jim: Well, it’s as easy as ABC. It comes from 

Latin word ―australis‖ which means southern. 

Mike: It’s my dream to visit this country and the 

smallest continent in the world. 

Jim: OK. You are welcome. 

 

Practical Work “Australia” № 2 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

Australia. The Land of Blue 

Mountains 

 

The Great Barrier Reef on the 

coast of Queensland is a garden under 

the sea. There are 1,400 different kinds 

of fish, and more than 300 kinds of 

coral. Tropical fruit and flowers grow 

on the beautiful islands. It's not 

surprising that more holiday-makers 

come to Queensland every year. 

Tasmania, the island south of 

Australia, is small. It is the same size as England and very different from the other states. There are 

no deserts in Tasmania. It often rains, both in winter and summer. Only a half of million people live 

in Tasmania, and a large part of the island is still covered with wild, beautiful wild forests. These 

forests are full of wonderful flowers and interesting animals. 

In the Northern Territory you will find the red heart of Australia. And it really is red, with red 

rocks, red sand, and red skies in the evening. Every year, thousands of tourists visit Ayers Rock and a 

strange group of huge red stones called "the Olgas". But these places are also holy to the Aboriginals. 

They believe that the land itself has life. 
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Sydney is the best known place in New South Wales. In fact, it’s the best known place in 

Australia. But New South Wales has more than cities. There are, for example, the Blue Mountains. 

They are covered with forests of blue coloured eucalyptus trees. The air above the forest contains 

millions of microscopic drops of eucalyptus oil. When the sun shines, the air of the Blue Mountains 

is a real, beautiful blue. 

Less than a hundred years ago, there was nothing except sheep in Canberra. But then 

Australians decided to build a capital city. The Work began in 1913. Now, Canberra is an 

international city, full of diplomats and government offices. It’s a beautiful place, with parks, lakes, 

big open streets and fine buildings. 

Australia is sometimes called ―the lucky country". One reason is the wonderful riches under 

the earth: gold, silver, iron, coal and many precious metals. The Bass Strait, of the coast of Victoria, 

has been one of the country's biggest oil fields for many years. 

South Australia is the driest of all the states, but it does have Murray River. The river brings 

greenness and life to the southeast corner, in the early of Australian history, the Murray River was 

South Australia's main road. Before real roads and railways came, the river carried people and goods 

from the east up into the country. Some towns on the Murray still keep the old river boats, and 

visitors can ride on them 

There are two kinds of gold in Western Australia. First, there's real kind — the kind that 

comes out of the ground. Gold was found in Kalgoorlie in 1893, and the "Golden Mile" was for a 

time the most expensive piece of land in the world. Kalgoorlie still exports some gold, but the new 

gold of Western Australia is wheat. Big farms grow millions of tons of wheat every year, and wheat 

has become Australia’s second biggest export. 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) How many kinds of fish are there on the coast of Queensland? 

2) What grows on the beautiful islands? 

3) Where will you find the red heart of Australia? 

4) What is the best known place in New South Wales? 

5) Why is the air above the forests blue? 

 

3. Complete the sentences. (Закончите предложения.) 

 

1) Tropical fruit and flowers grow on … . 

2) Tasmania is the same size as … . 

3) In the Northern Territory you will find … . 

4) The Blue Mountains are covered with … . 

5) The Murray River carried people and goods … . 
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Practical Work “New Zealand” № 1 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

New Zealand 

New Zealand is an island country in the 

southwest of Pacific Ocean. It lies about 1, 600 km 

southeast of Australia and about 10, 500 km 

southwest of California. New Zealand belongs to a 

large island group called Polynesia. The country is 

situated on two main islands and several small 

islands. The main islands are the North Island and 

the South Island. 

The capital of the country is Wellington. The 

largest city of the country is Auckland. The official 

language of the country is English. Most aborigines speak 

English and their own language, Maori. 

 The country belonged to the British Empire. Now it is 

an independent country. New Zealand is a member of the 

Commonwealth of Nations. New Zealand is a constitutional 

monarchy. The British Monarch, Queen Elizabeth II of the 

United Kingdom, is the monarch of New Zealand. But she has 

no power. The real power in the country belongs to the legislation, the prime minister and the 

Cabinet. But the nation has no written constitution. 

Maoris were the first people who settled in New Zealand. They were brown skinned.  They 

came from Polynesian islands located northeast of New Zealand. The country was discovered by 

Europeans in 1642. But they didn’t start to settle in the islands until the late 1700’s. Today, most 

New Zealanders are descendants of the early European settlers. About 12 per cent of the country’s 

population are Maoris. 

New Zealand  has one of the highest standards of living in the world. About 70 per cent of 

New Zealand people have their own houses. Almost every family has a car. New Zealand is one of 

the world’s developed countries. The main industries of the country are agriculture, manufacturing 

and service industries. 

 

Names (Географические названия) 

 

New Zealand- Новая Зеландия 

Wellington- Веллингтон 

the Pacific Ocean- [  ]- Тихий 

океан 

Australia- [ ]- Австралия 

California- [ ]- Калифорния 

Polynesia- [ ]- Полинезия 

 

Maori- [ ]- Маори 

the United Kingdom- [  ]- 

Соединенное Королевство 

European- [ ]- европеец 

the Commonwealth [  ] of 

Nations- Содружество наций  

Auckland- [ ]- г. Окленд 

 

 

Vocabulary (Словарь) 

 

island [ ]- остров 

to lie [ ]- лежать, располагаться 

aborigines [ ]- коренное 

население 

to belong to - принадлежать 

empire [ ]- империя 

monarchy [ ]- монархия 

monarch [ ]- монарх 
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power [ ]- сила 

legislation [ ]- законодательство 

prime minister [ ]- премьер- 

министр 

to settle - поселиться 

brown skinned – темнокожий 

until [ ]- до 

descendant [ ]- потомок  

per cent [ ]-  процент 

population [ ]- население 

to develop - развиваться  

agriculture [ ]- сельское хозяйство 

manufacturing [ ]- 

производство 

service industry [  ]- сфера 

обслуживания 

 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1) Where does New Zealand lie? 

2) What island group does New Zealand belong 

to? 

3) What are the main islands of New Zealand? 

4) What is the capital of the country? 

5) What is the largest city of New Zealand? 

6) What if the official language of the country? 

7) Now New Zealand is an independent 

country, isn’t it? What country did New 

Zealand belong to before? 

8) Who rules the country now? 

9) Who does the real power in New Zealand 

belong to? 

10) Does the nation have a written constitution? 

11) What do you know about Maoris? Where did 

they come from? 

12) When was New Zealand discovered by 

Europeans? 

13) When did Europeans start to settle in the 

islands? 

14) How much of the country’s population are 

Maoris? 

15) New Zealand is one of the world’s developed 

countries, isn’t it? Prove it. 

 

3. Match  two parts of the sentences. (Соедините две части предложений.) 

 

1) The official language of the country is …  

2) Maoris were …  

3) New Zealand is a member of …  

4) The real power in the country belongs to …  

5) The country belonged to …  

6) The capital of the country is …  

7) About 12 per cent of the country’s 

population are …  

8) The country is situated …  

9) The country was discovered …  

10) New Zealand lies …  

 

a)… Maoris. 

b)… about 1,600 km southeast of Australia and 

about 10, 500 km southwest of California. 

c)… Wellington. 

d)… English. 

e)… by Europeans in 1642. 

f)… the first people who settled in New Zealand. 

g)…   on two main islands and several small islands. 

h)… the Commonwealth of Nations. 

i)…   the British empire. 

j)…  the  legislation, the prime minister and the Cabinet. 

 

 

4. Put in the missing words according to the text.  (Вставьте пропущенные слова в 

соответствии с текстом.) 

 

1) They were … . 

2) Today, most New Zealanders are … of the 

early European … . 

3) Most aborigines speak English and their own 

language … . 

4) The main industries of the country are …,  … and … . 

5) New Zealand is a constitutional … . 

6) But she has no … . 

7) New Zealand has one of the highest … of 

living in the world.
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5. Choose the correct verb for each blank. (Заполните пропуски правильными 

глаголами.) 

 

didn’t start, came, lies, belonged, belongs, is, was discovered. 

 

1) The country … by Europeans in 1642. 

2) New Zealand … about 1, 600 km southeast 

of Australia and about 10, 500 km southwest 

of California. 

3) The British Monarch, Queen Elizabeth II of 

the United Kingdom, … the monarch of New 

Zealand. 

4) They … from Polynesian islands located 

northeast of New Zealand. 

5) New Zealand … to the British Empire. 

6) New Zealand … to a large island group 

called Polynesia. 

7) Europeans … to settle in the islands until the 

late 1700’

 
Practical Work “New Zealand” № 2 

 

1. Read the text. (Прочитайте текст.) 

 

New Zealand 

Area: 267,710 sq km  

Population: 4.43 million (2012) 

Capital city: Wellington 

People: European, Māori 

Languages: English, Māori 

Religions: Christianity 

Currency: New Zealand Dollar  

Head of State: The Monarch of the UK, 

represented by Governor-General 

 

New Zealand's indigenous population, the 

Māori, descend from Polynesian ancestors who are 

thought to have landed  in New Zealand during the 

10th Century AD, the last major habitable land 

mass to be settled by mankind. 

In 1642 the Dutch explorer, Abel Tasman, 

sighted the land in the course of his search for 

Antarctica. He named the South Island "Nieuw 

Zeeland" after the Dutch province. James Cook 

sighted the North Island in 1769 and returned 

several times with various charting and scientific 

expeditions. His enthusiastic reports encouraged a 

wave of European settlers who came across from Australia, and whalers who came from the UK, the 

USA and France. 

Māori tribes suffered from the introduction of new diseases and epidemics, muskets and 

alcohol, the breakdown of their traditional way of life and from new competition for land and 

resources. Māori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi (Peace Treaty) with the British Crown on 6 

February 1840, guaranteeing them exclusive undisturbed possession of their lands, forests and 

fisheries, and the rights and privileges of British subjects. In 1987 Maori language was made the 2ne 

official language in New Zealand.  

Immigration from Britain continued throughout the 19th Century, to the extent that Europeans 

outnumbered Māori by around 1858. The gold rushes of the 1860s and successive immigration 

programs further encouraged this trend. From 1860–1872 a series of land wars were fought between 

Māori and the settler population.  
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New Zealand troops made a significant contribution to both World Wars. Particularly serious 

losses were sustained during landings on the Gallipoli peninsula in 1915. Memorial services are held 

each year on ANZAC day (25 April) to commemorate those who died both at Gallipoli and in other 

wars. 

Located  in the Southwest Pacific Ocean, New Zealand consists of two main islands (the 

North Island and South Island), Stewart Island and a number of smaller islands, including the 

Auckland, Chatham and Pitt Islands. Its nearest neighbors are Australia and New Caledonia, Fiji and 

Tonga to the North. Its climate is temperate and changeable. Because of its isolated geographical 

location, New Zealand is home to many unique species of flora and fauna, including flightless birds 

such as the Kiwi.  

New Zealand is a developed country that ranks high on factors such as quality of life, life 

expectancy, public education, peace, prosperity, economic freedom, ease of doing business and lack 

of corruption.  

New Zealand’s Parliament is unicameral (it has just one chamber – the House of 

Representatives). Elections are held every three years  

Relations between the UK and New Zealand are very close, built on a strong foundation of a 

shared history, cultural values and people-to-people links. Around 80% of New Zealanders can claim 

some British ancestry and over 200,000 are British passport holders. Britain remains a favoured 

destination for young New Zealanders for their holidays, many students from New Zealand attend 

British universities. On the other hand many UK citizens prefer to go to New Zealand after 

retirement. There are currently almost twice as many UK citizens making a permanent or long-term 

home in New Zealand than New Zealanders departing for the UK long-term. 

 

2. Answer the questions. (Ответьте на вопросы.) 

 

1. Who are the indigenous inhabitants of New Zealand? 

2. When was New Zealand sighted by the European for the first time? 

3. When was the Treaty of Waitangi signed? 

4. Was New Zealand involved in the World Wars? 

5. What is the capital of New Zealand? 

6. Why are there many unique species of flora and fauna in New Zealand? 

7. Is  New Zealand  a well-developed country? 

8. Who is the head of state of New Zealand? 

9. How often are elections held in New Zealand? 

10. How many chambers does the Parliament in New Zealand have? 

 

3. Complete the sentences. (Закончите предложения.) 

 

1. The very first inhabitants of New Zealand are believed  to have arrived  to… . 

2. Abel Tasman, who sighted… in 1642, named it… . 

3. Many European settlers came to New Zealand being encouraged by… . 

4. … is the 2nd official language in New Zealand. 

5. … to commemorate the soldiers who died in wars. 

6. Relations between the UK and New Zealand are very close due to… . 

7. … are the nearest neighbors of New Zealand. 

8. … who is represented by…  is the head of state of New Zealand. 

9. The UK is a popular destination for young New Zealanders for… . 

10. … have British passports. 
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Practical Work “New Zealand” № 3 
 

1. Read the texts. (Прочитайте тексты.) 

 

Top places to visit in New Zealand 

 

Tongariro National Park is a 

World Heritage Park and one of the oldest 

National Parks in the world. The park 

contains 3 prominent active volcanoes that 

are situated in a desert-like landscape. The 

area gets regular snowfalls in the winter 

and is home to most of the ski fields in the 

country. Mt Ruapehu - the largest volcano 

last erupted in 1995 and 1996. A conical 

volcano called Mt Ngauruhoe located next 

to Ruapehu is the location for the famous 

Tongariro Crossing. This walk is a tough one day trek that comes highly recommended, as it shows 

off the best that this park has on offer. National Geographic even classed this walk as one of the top 

10 one day walks in the world. 

The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit movies were filmed on the locations in the Park. 

The subtropical Bay of Islands is the finest maritime park in New Zealand. There are around 

150 islands to explore, many with superb beaches and secluded bays. This park has an abundance of 

marine life, including marlin, whales, penguins, and dolphins. The Bay as it is known attracts many 

people from all over the world including fishermen, golfers, marine enthusiasts, and of course tourist 

who just want to enjoy the sub-tropical climate and swim in some of the best beaches in the country.  

Wellington is marketed as the coolest little capital in the world'. Wellington is a popular 

tourism destination due to its compact nature, cultural attractions, restaurants.  

Popular tourist attractions include:  

Museum of Wellington  

The Museum has three floors about the history of Wellington. It celebrates the city’s maritime 

history, looks at early Maori and European settlement. A twentieth century gallery explores how 

Wellington has changed over one hundred years. A giant cinema screen shows a series of films about 

Wellington. There is a theatre area telling Maori myths. An adjacent gallery holds the remains of an 

1848 sailing vessel uncovered in the 20th century. 

Wellington Zoo 

Now over 100 years old, it was the country’s first Zoo and has 13-hectare dedicated to over 

100 different species of fauna from across the globe. Wellington Zoo is a significant contributor to 

conservation efforts including breeding programs for endangered species 

Wellington Cable Car 

The Wellington Cable Car is a funicular railway in Wellington, in a suburb in the hills 

overlooking the central city, rising 120 m over a length of 612 m. It is widely recognised as a symbol 

of Wellington. 

Government House 

The residence of the Governor-General of New Zealand. It was built in 1910 in the Palace-

like style. 

 

Famous New Zealanders 

 

Peter Jackson (b. 1961)  is a film director famous for his 

successful career in Hollywood. He started as a low budget 

horror film director and now is the man behind such box office 
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hits as The Lord of the Rings trilogy, King Kong, Hobbit trilogy. He won Oscar as The Best Director 

for his Lords of the Rings movies. 

He shoots all his movies in his native country contributing greatly to the New Zealand 

economy. The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit provided a massive boost to the local economy. There 

was a lot of employees, sub-contractors, domestic suppliers of good and services and also ongoing 

work for local film and special effects studios. The filming of Hobbit brought 

New Zealand about $ 1.5 billion. After the movies were released many 

tourists visited New Zealand to see the places where the movies were shot. 

 Katherine Mansfield (1888 – 1923) was a prominent modernist 

writer of short fiction. She died because of tuberculosis aged 34. Mansfield is 

widely considered one of the best short story writers of her period. Her works 

are widely studied at schools and universities in all English speaking 

countries. She is regarded as ―the second Chekhov‖.  

 Edmund Hillary (1919 - 2008) 

was a New Zealand mountaineer, 

explorer and philanthropist. On 29 May 

1953, Hillary became the first climber to 

have reached the summit of Mount Everest. Hillary was named 

by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influential people of 

the 20th century. He also reached the South Pole in 1958 and 

subsequently travelled to the North Pole. 

Following his ascent of Everest, Hillary devoted most of 

his life to helping the people of Nepal through the Himalayan 

Trust, which he founded. Through his efforts, many schools and hospitals 

were built in Nepal. 

 Kiri Te Kanawa (b. 1944) is a New Zealand opera singer of Maori 

origins (hence her name). She has had a highly successful international opera 

career since 1968. Acclaimed as one of the most beloved sopranos in both 

the United States and Britain she possesses a warm full lyric soprano voice, 

singing a wide array of works in multiple languages. She is particularly 

associated with the works of Mozart and Strauss. Although she retired from 

singing in operas, Te Kanawa still frequently performs in concert, while 

giving masterclasses and supporting young opera singers around the world.  

 Anna Paquin (b. 1982)  the most famous 

actress from New Zealand. When she was 10 she 

played a daughter of a mute pianist in the drama The Piano. The movie was a 

commercial and critical success. Anna received high praise for her strong 

performance and won Oscar as Best Supporting Actress becoming the 

youngest actress ever to win the award. Following this success Anna’s family 

moved to the States and she started acting in Hollywood movies and TV 

series. She appeared in the X-Men films. Since 2008 she has been playing a 

woman infatuated with a vampire in the series True Blood, for which she 

won a Golden Globe Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a 

Television Series. In her private life she married her True Blood co-star 

Stephen Moyer (in the series he portrays her love interest - vampire Bill). 
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New Zealand 

 

New Zealand is often called a 'classless society'. This is 

because the wealthiest don’t earn hugely more than the poorest 

earners, lack of deference to authority figures (you can see the 

Prime Minister of New Zealand taking rides on his bicycle 

around Wellington), a high standard of working class living 

compared to Europe and America. 

The culture of New Zealand is largely inherited from 

British and European settlers. Life style in New Zealand is in 

not way different from that of the UK. 

The Māori are the indigenous people of New Zealand. Over several centuries in isolation, the 

Maori developed a unique culture with their own language, a rich mythology, distinctive crafts and 

performing arts.  

The most famous Maori cultural events and traditions: 

Haka – a "war dance", a dance with distinctive with hand gestures and foot stamping, 

originally performed by warriors before a battle, proclaiming their strength. Now regularly performed 

at various cultural festivals and events. The New Zealand rugby team usually performs haka before a 

game begins.  

Matariki, "Māori New Year", celebrated in June. It is a week-long celebration with prayers, 

dancing and singing. It is now widely celebrated across New Zealand. 

 

 

2. Guess WHO… (Догадайтесь и напишите КТО.) 
 

- is often described as ―the best voice the world has ever heard‖. 

- became famous for his charitable work in Nepal. 

- wrote several short stories which are now considered classic. 

- won Oscar as The Best Director. 

- received two prestigious awards for her work in the films and on TV. 

 

3. New Zealand  Quiz. (Тест «Новая Зеландия».) Choose the right answer.  (Выберите 

правильный ответ.) 

 

1. The first European to see New Zealand was from…. 

                                         a. England  b. Portugal c. Holland 

2. The capital of New Zealand is…. 

a. Wellington  b. Auckland c. Christchurch 

3. In New Zealand there are…… official languages 

                                       a. 3                 b. 4           c. 2 

4. The only New Zealander on The most influential people of the 20th century List is…. 

   a. Peter Jackson b. Edmund Hillary c. Anna Paquin 

5. The Maori New Year is celebrated….. 

                                              a. in April b. in September c. in June 

6. Are there any volcanoes in New Zealand? 

                                           a. Yes  b. yes, but only one  c. no 

7. How many large islands does New Zealand consist of? 

                                             a. 4    b. 3              c. 2 

8. The head of State of  New Zealand  is… 

                       a. the British Monarch b. Governor-General  c. Prime Minister 

9. The New Zealand Parliament is elected…. 

                                   a. every 5 years b. every 3 years c. every 4 years 
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10. ‖Tolkien Tourists‖ travel to New  Zealand  to see… 

a. Wellington  b. National Parks c. places where Peter Jackson shot his movies 

11. The currency of New Zealand is… 

                           a. NZ dollar  b. NZ pound  c. NZ krona 

12. The Treaty  of  Waitangi was signed between… 

a. the British and the New Zealanders b. the New Zealanders and the Dutchmen 

c. the British and the Maori 

13. The most famous writer from  New Zealand  is… 

a.  Kiri Te Kanawa b. Katherine Mansfield c. Anna Paquin 

14. New Zealand  is called ‖classless society‖ because.... 

a. the gap between  the rich and  the poor  is not very wide 

                              b. the country has low unemployment 

                             c. the country has high life expectancy 

 

 

Тест по страноведению 

 

Каждое задание имеет пять вариантов ответов. Задание имеет единственный верный ответ.  

 

Выберите правильный вариант ответа.  

 

1. The USA is ... оf 50 states.  

А) а constitutional republic   

В) а presidential republic   

С) а federal republic   

D) а constitutional monarchy  

 Е) а republic   

 

2.Тhе USA consists оf ... .  

А) 49 states and the state of the Hawaii Islands   

В) 50 states and the District of Columbia   

С) 49 states and the District of Columbia  

 D) 51 states   

Е) 15 states  

 

3. The population оf the United States is over 250 million people, including mоrе than 22 million ...  

А) Europeans   

В) Spaniards   

С) Hispanics  

 D) Italians   

Е) Africans 

 

4. Though mainly ... in origin, Americans аrе derived from nearly all races and nations.  

А) European and Indian   

В) Spanish and European  

С) European and African   

D) English and Spanish   

Е) African and Russian 

 

5. English is ... language  

А) the official and predominant   

В) the official and preferred   
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С) the first minority and preferred   

D) the first minority   

Е) the second official 

 

6. ... is the preferred language оf sizeable minorities in New York City, Florida, and along the 

Mexican border.  

А) Italian   

В) Spanish   

С) German   

D) French   

Е) Arabic 

 

7. А ... is а coin оf 25 cents.  

А) Penny   

В) Dime   

С) Nickel   

D) Quarter   

Е) Dollar 

 

8. Тhе USA is situated in the central and southern parts оf the continent оf North America, and 

includes ... in the ... Осеаn   

А) the state of Alaska and the Falkland Islands; Pacific  

В) the state of Alaska and Сubа; Atlantic 

С) The state of Alaska in the north-western part of North America, and also the Hawaii Islands; 

Pacific   

D) Сubа and the Hawaii Islands; Pacific  

Е) The state of Alaska; Atlantic 

 

9. Тhе United States ... stretches across North America from the Atlantic Осеаn in the east to the 

Pacific Осеаn in the west, From Canada in the north to Mexico, the Gulf оf Mexico аnd the Gulf оf 

California in the south.  

А) (including the Hawaii)   

В) (including the Hawaii and Alaska)   

С) (excluding the Hawaii)   

D) (excluding the Hawaii and Alaska)   

Е) (including Alaska) 

 

10. What аrе the highest mountains in the USA?  

А) The Rocky Mountains, the Cordillera and the Appalachian Mountains   

В) The Rocky Mountains, the Cordillera and the Siеrrа Nevada   

С) The Cordillera, the Appalachian Mountains and the Siеrrа Nevada   

D) The Appalachian Mountains, the Siеrrа Nevada and the Rocky Mountains   

Е) The Siеrrа Nevada Mountains  

 

11. Тhе areas in the middle оf the country аге called ... .  

А) the prairies   

В) the Mississippi Vаllеу   

С) the Great Lakes   

D) the Rocky Mountains   

Е) the Sa1t Lakes  
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12. In the north-eastern part, there is the region оf ... .  

А) the prairies  

В) the Mississippi Vаllеу   

С) the Great Lakes   

D) the rivers   

Е) the forests.  

 

13. ... there is the Niagara River and the famous Niagara Falls.  

А) In the north-eastern part of the USA   

В) In the north-western part of the USA   

С) In the south-eastern part of the USA   

D) In the south-western part of the USA   

Е) In the south of the USA.  

 

14. Тhе largest rivers in the USA аrе ... .  

А) the Mississippi River, the Missouri and the Ohio   

В) the Mississippi River, the Missouri and the Grand  

С) the Missouri River, and the Colorado  

D) the Alabama River, the Sacramento and the Columbia   

Е) The Grand and the Colorado.  

 

15. Тhе largest rivers in the west of the country аге ... .  

А) the Connecticut River and the Colorado River   

В) the Colorado River and the Mississippi River   

С) the Columbia River and the Providence River   

D) the Columbia River and the Colorado River   

Е) the Alabama and the Columbia.  

 

16.... is the largest river in Alaska.  

А) the Yukon   

В) the Snake   

С) the Wailuku   

D) the Savannah   

F) the Alabama River   

 

17. Тhе first inhabitants of North America were ... .  

А) Dutch and Indians   

В) Indians and Eskimos   

С) Indians and Spaniards   

D) Indians and Englishmen   

Е) Africans.  

 

18. Тhе American 50-star flag was raised for the first time оп July 4, … .  

А) 1690   

В) 1960   

С) 1790   

D) 1970   

Е) 1590.  
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19. Выберите правильный вариант ответа.  

Оn ... , the bell rang out to аnnоunсе the first reading of the Declaration of Independence to the 

people of ... .  

А) July 4, 1776  Chicago   

В) July 8,1767  Minneapolis   

С) July 8,1767  Charlestown   

D) July 8,1776  Philadelphia   

Е) July 4,1776  Alabama.  

 

20. Benjamin Franklin proposed that the ... bе the national bird, because it was а true native of the 

country.  

А) turkey   

В) goose   

С) cock   

D) vulture   

Е) hen.  

 

21. Тhе bald eagle is ... .  

А) really bald   

В) black-streaked   

С) wingless   

D) "white-streaked"  

Е) really black.  

 

22. Тhе Statue of Liberty was given bу the people of ... .  

А) Italy   

В) Spain   

С) France   

D) England   

Е) Russia.  

 

23. Fonds for the Statue of Liberty were raised bу the ... people.  

А) French   

В) Italian   

С) Spanish   

D) English   

Е) American.  

 

24. Construction оf the pedestal оf the Statue оf Liberty started in 1884 but soon stopped because ... .  

А) the mоnеy ran out   

В) it was prohibited bу the French government   

С) of the storm   

D) of the war   

Е) of the competition.  

 

25. Тhе Statue оf Liberty was then carefully ... and ... .  

А) lifted оn the pedestal  fixed.   

В) taken apart  shipped to America   

С) planed to the Bedloe's (now, Liberty) Island:   

D) lifted and broken   Е) Shown and sold.  
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26. Тhе United States national motto is ... .  

А) Uncle Sam   

В) In God We Trust   

С) Е pluribus unum ( Оnе out of mаnу)   

D) То bе or not to bе  

Е) То learn and to learn.  

 

27. Тhе head оf the American state and government is the President, elected for ... years.  

А) five   

В) seven   

С) six   

D) four   

Е) two.  

 

28. Тhе political system of the U.S. consists оf ... branches.  

А) two   

В) thrее    

С) four   

D) five   

Е) seven  

 

29. Тhе legislative body is the Congress consisting оf ... .  

А) the Senate and the House of Representatives   

В) the House of Commons and the House of Representatives   

С) the House of Commons and the Senate   

D) the House of Representatives and the President   

Е) The Senates  

 

30. Тhе American Senate consists of ... members.  

А) 130  

В) 200  

С) 250  

D) 100  

Е) 300.  

 

31.Тhе House of Representatives in America has about 450 members elected by popular vote every 

... years.  

А) three  

В) four  

С) five  

D) two  

Е) Six.  

 

32. Тhе American Senate comprises lawmakers, who serve ... terms.  

А) four-year  

В) five-year  

С) six-year  

D) seven-year  

Е) three-year.  

 

 



41 
 

33.Тhе terms of the American senators are staggered, so that only ... Senate is elected every two 

years.  

А) half  

В) 1/3  

С) 2/3  

D) а guarter  

Е) 1/5  

 

34. «То attend high school» in the U.S. means to attend ....  

А) School   

В) Junior school   

С) Junior and senior school   

D) University   

Е) School and university.  

 

35. Выберите подходящий синоним к подчеркнутому слову.  

―Тhе principal оf school is Mr А.' In American English, the underlined word is for English ... . 

А) director   

В) manager   

С) headmaster   

D) teacher   

Е) pupil.  

 

36. In English, vacation is equal to ... .  

А) holiday(s)   

В) break   

С) recess   

D) rest   

Е) weekend.  

 

37. Выберите подходящий русский эквивалент к подчеркнутому слову.  

In American English, recess means ... .  

А) перерыв в работе парламента   

В) каникулы (в школе, университете)   

С) глухое место, тайник   

D) ниша  маленькая бухта.  

Е) Перерыв на обед.  

 

38. In American English, freshman means ... .  

А) вновь прибывший   

В) новичок в деле   

С) новенький в школе    

D) первокурсник   

Е) выпускник  

 

39. Тhе vast majority оf students at the primary and secondary levels go to the public schools. 

А) изучающий что-либо   

В) ученый   

С) учащийся   

D) студент   

Е) вновь прибывший   

 



42 
 

40. Public schools in the USA аге ..., while in Britain "public school" means ... secondary school 

where children usually live as well as study.  

А) free  private fee-paying   

В) private fee-paying  free   

С) free   

D) free  fee   

Е) private fee-paying    

 

41. Выберите правильный русский эквивалент к подчеркнутому слову.  

In England pupils usually select about half their work in grades 9 through 12.  

А) ступень   

В) градус   

С) класс, год обучения   

D) достоинство, сорт   

Е) степень.  

 

42. Who discovered America?  

A) Christopher Columbus   

B) George Washington  

C) The pilgrims   

D) John Glenn   

E) Abraham Lincoln. 

  

43. Who was the first president оf the USA?  

A) Abraham Lincoln.  

B) George Washington.  

C) Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

D) Tomas Jefferson.  

E) Christopher Columbus.  

 

44. What is the national symbol оf America?  

A) The rose   

B) The bald eagle   

C) The shamrock   

D) The sun   

E) The mооn.  

 

45. Which is the United States capital?  

A) New York City   

B) Los Angeles   

C) Washington, D.C.    

D) Chicago   

E) San Francisco.  

 

46. Where is the Statue оf Liberty?  

A) New York   

B) Massachusetts   

C) California   

D) Washington    

E) Los Angeles.  
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47. Тhе American f1ag has:  

A) thirteen stripes   

B) thirty stripes   

C) fifty stripes   

D) fifteen stripes   

E) fifty - оnе stripes. 

  

48. Where is the tallest building in the world?  

A) New York City   

B) Chicago    

C) San Francisco   

D) California   

E) Los Angeles.  

 

49. When do Americans celebrate Independence Day?  

A) July 4    

B) December 25   

C) February 14   

D) June 4   

E) March 8.  

 

50. What is the national sport in America?  

A) football    

B) soccer   

C) baseball   

D) tennis   

E) rugby.  

 

51. Who was the first mаn оп the mооn?  

A) Yury Gagarin   

B) John Glenn   

C) Neil Armstrong   

D) Valentina Тereshkova   

E) German Titov  

 

52. What is the largest city in Australia?  

A) Sydney   

B) Canberra   

C) Melbourne   

D) Atlanta   

E) Belfast.  

 

53. What is оnе оf Australia's most famous and best-loved animals?  

A) The penguin    

B) The Eagle   

C) The koala   

D) The swan   

E) The ostrich.  

 

54. Australia is а(n):  

A) Peninsula   

B) Island continent   
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C) City   

D) District   

E) Town.  

 

55. What currency is used in New Zealand?  

A) The New Zealand pound   

B) The New Zealand shilling   

C) The New Zealand dollar   

D) The German mark   

E) The Italian lira.  

 

56. Christopher Columbus landed in America in:  

A) 1620  

B) 1942  

C) 1492  

D) 1312  

E) 1542  

 

57.Washington, D.C., is а:  

A) State   

B) Country   

C) District  

D) Тown  

E) City.  

 

58. How mаnу states are there in America?  

A) 50  

B) 52  

C) 25  

D) 57  

E) 15  

 

59. Who arrived at Plymouth Rock in 1620?  

A) The Indians  

B) The pilgrims  

C) The French   

D) The Africans  

E) The Italians  

 

60. In which month is Thanksgiving Day celebrated?  

A) December  

B) February   

C) November   

D) March  

E) Мау 

 

61. Who built the first car?  

A) Benjamin Franklin  

B) Alexander Graham Веll  

C) Henry Ford   

D) John Glenn  

E) Abraham Lincoln 
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62. What is the capital оf Georgia?  

A) Atlanta   

B) San Francisco   

C) Los Angeles  

D) Chicago  

E) California  

 

63. What is the tallest building in the world?  

A) The Empire State Bui1ding  

B) The Sears Tower  

C) The Washington Monument  

D) The Lincoln Memorial  

E) The Jefferson Memorial  

 

64. Who fought against racial discrimination in the 1960's?  

A) Martin Luther King, Jr.  

B) Frank Lloyd Wright   

C) Emily Dickinson  

D) John Glenn  

E) Neil Armstrong 

 

65. Тhе Statue of Liberty was а gift from:  

A) Italy  

B) England  

C) France  

D) Greece  

E) Turkey.  

 

66. What is the capital оf Massachusetts?  

A) St. Louis  

B) Memphis  

C) Boston  

D) Atlanta  

E) Los Angeles 

 

67. А famous American artist is:  

A) Norman Rockwell   

B) Jack London   

C) Robert Lee Frost   

D) Mark Twain   

E) Colin Howard   

 

68.Тhе first university in America was:  

A) Boston University   

B) Harvard   

C) М I T  

D) Oxford  

E) Cambridge  
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69. Who was the first president оf the United States?  

A) Thomas Jefferson   

B) Abraham Lincoln   

C) George Washington   

D) Bill Clinton   

E) George Bush  

 

70. А popular American food is:  

A) Barbecue ribs   

B) Pelmeni   

C) Fish and chips   

D) Chickens   

E) Cakes   

 

 

 

 

 

Ключи  

1. С  

2. В  

3. С  

4. С  

5. А  

6. В  

7. D  

8. C  

9. D  

10. B  

11. A  

12. C  

13. A  

14. A  

15. D  

16. A  

17. C  

18. B  

19. D  

20. A  

21. D  

22. C  

23. A  

24. A  

25. B  

26. B  

27. D  

28. B  

29. A  

30. D  

31. D  

32. C  

33 B  

34 C  

35 C  

36 A  

37 B  

38 D  

39 C  

40 A  

41 C  

42 A  

43 B  

44 B  

45 C  

46 A  

47 A  

48 B  

49 A  

50 C  

51 C  

52 A  

53 C  

54 B  

55 C  

56 C  

57 C  

58 A  

59 B  

60. C  

61. C  

62. A  

63. B  

64. A  

65. C  

66. C  

67. A  

68. B  

69. C  

70. A 

 

 


